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CONFIDENTIAL TAIPEI 1126 
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TAGS: PDIP, TW, US 

SUBJECT: PROTOCOL PLANNING 

1 . THE IMPENDING ELECTION AND INAUGURATION OF A NEW 
PRESIDENT AND VICE PRESIDENT, THE APPOINTMENT OF A NEW 
PREMIER AND GOVERNOR AND THE LIKELIHOOD OF A CABINET 
RESHUFFLE ALL RAISE PROOCOL QUESTION WITH SUBSTANTIVE 
IMPLICATIONS. EMBASSY FILES CONTAIN LITTLE GUIDANCE 

OR PRECEDENT SO, UNLESS DEPARTMENT RECORDS ARGUE STRONGLY 
AGAINST, WE SUGGEST THE FOLLOWING: 

2. PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION-CHIANG CHING-KUO SHOULD BE 
ELECTED PRESIDENT BY THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY ON MARCH 20 
AND HSIEH TUNG-MIN ELECTED VICE PRESIDENT ON MARCH 21. 

AT THAT TIME, WE RECOMMEND A LETTER TO CCK FROM THE 
PRESIDENT CONGRATULATING BOTH THE PREMIER AND GOVERNOR 
HSIEH ON THEIR ELECTION. SINCE CHIANG CHING-KUO WILL 
PLAY CRITICAL ROLE IN PERIOD WHEN WE EXPECT TO BE WORKING 
OUT POST NORMALIZATION RELATIONS, RECOMMEND UWE USE 
LETTER TO ALLUDE TO THIS AND TO REMIND HIM THAT NORMAL- 
IZATION REMAINS OUR POLICY GOAL. SUGGEST LANGUAGE ALONG 
FOLLOWING LINES: QUOTE DEAR MR. PREMIER: I WISH TO 

OFFER YOU AND GOVERNOR HSIEH MY WARM CONGRATULATIONS ON 
YOUR RECENT ELECTION. AS YOU ASSUME YOUR NEW RESPONSI- 
BILITIES, LET ME ASSURE YOU THAT MY GOVERNMENT STANDS 
READY TO COQRATE WITH YOU IN WORKING OUT WAYS OF 
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CONTINUING THE CLOSE RELATIONS BETWEEN OUR TWO PEOPLES 
AND OF SAFEGUARDING THE SECURITY AND WELL-BEING OF THE 
PEOPLE ON TAIWAN. UNQUOTE. IN CONVEYING THIS MESSAGE 
TO THE PREMIER, THE AMBASSADOR WILL ADD A NOTE EXTENDING 
HIS PERSONAL CONGRATULATIONS AND THOSE OF THE AMERI- 
CAN COMMUNITY ON TAIWAN. 
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3. INAUGURATION: THE INAUGURATION WILL TAKE PLACE ON 
MAY 20 AND THE ROC CAN BE EXPECTED TO INVITE REPRESENTA- 
TIVES FROM THE COUNTRIES WITH WHICH IT MAINTAINS DIPLO- 
MATIC RELATIONS. FOR THE LAST INAUGURATION IN 1972, 

MR. AND MRS. JOHN EISENHOWER HEADED THE AMERICAN DELEGA- 
TION. SOME OTHER COUNTRIES ALSO SENT SPECIAL DELEGATIONS, 

BUT MOST WERE REPRESENTED BY THEIR AMBASSADORS. SINCE 
THE ROC WILL DRAW POLICY INFERENCES FROM THE LEVEL OF 
OUR REPRESENTATION, RECOMMEND THE PRESIDENT NOT SEND A 
SPECIAL REPRESENTATIVE BUT DESIGNATE THE AMBASSADOR TO 
ATTEND TY INAUGURATION IN THAT CAPACITY. 

4. SELECTION OF A PREMIER- A NEW PREMIER SHOULD BE 
NOMINATED SOMETIME IN LATE MAY. UPON HIS CONFIRMATION 
BY THE LEGISLATIVE YUAN, WE SUGGEST THAT THE SEC- 
RETARY SEND A COURTESY MESSAGE OF CONGRATULATIONS. WE 
WILL PASS ALONG OUR SUGGESTIONS ABOUT CONTENT SOMETIME 
CLOSER TO THE EVENT. 

5. A NEW FOREIGN MINISTER-SHOULD A NEW FOREIGN MINISTER 
BE NAMED IN THE CABINET RESHUFFLE EXPECTED FOLLOWING THE 
INAUGURATION, WE RECOMMEND THAT THE SECRETARY AND ASSISTANT 
SECRETARY HOLBROOKE SEND MESSAGES OF CONGRATU- 
LATIONS TO THE NEW MINISTER. THE SECRETARY'S MESSAGE NEED 

NOT INCLUDE ANYTHING OF SUBSTANCE; ASSISTANT SECRETARY 
HOLBROOKE, ON THE OTHER HAND, MIGHT INCLUDE IN HIS LETTER 
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A REFERENCE TO HIS LOOKING FORWARD TO CONTINUING THE DIA- 
LOGURE BEGUN DURING HIS VISIT LAST FALL. THIS WOULD NOT 
COMMIT US TO ANYTHING BUT WOULD UNDERLINE THE POINT IN 
THE PRESIDENT'S LETTER. 

6. A NEW PROVINCIAL GOVERNOR-WEDO NOT YET KNOW WHEN 
HSIEH TUNG-MIN'S SUCCESSOR AS GOVERNOR OF TAIWAN WILL BE 
NAMED. WHEN HE IS, WE SUGGEST THAT CONGRATULATIONS BE 
EXTENDED IN AN INFORMAL NOTE FROM THE AMBASSADOR. 

7. WHILE IT WOULD BE USEFUL IF THESE LETTERS WERE 
PUBLISHED, BELIEVE IT WOULD BE INAPPROPRIATE 

FOR US TO DO SO. RECOMMEND THEREFORE THAT IN DELIVERING 
THE VARIOUS MESSAGES WE FOLLOW THE USUAL PROCEDURE OF 
SAYING WE DO NOT INTEND TO MAKE PUBLIC BUT HAVE 
NO OBJECTION IF THE ROC DOES. 

UNGER 
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